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Achievements

As we approach the end of this first term of the 2020/21 academic year, it gives me great
pleasure to congratulate all in Year 10 for a fantastic start to their GCSE studies. It has by
no means been an easy term; the increased intensity of the syllabus demand and teacher
expectation at GCSE is ordinarily a challenge for students moving into Year 10, but in these
extraordinary times where school life is anything but normal Year 10 have demonstrated
true resilience, independence and self-control to not just cope but continue to flourish and
grow. Despite the isolations and restrictions, most students have embraced working from
home, adapting quickly to new technology, keeping up communications with teachers via
email and supporting one another as if in the classroom environment. I have certainly been
impressed and proud of them.

Top Y10 class: 10H, based on
attendance, behaviour,
punctuality, ATL and PB
points

To recognise the Year 10 students’ efforts we have been awarding “Fantastic Freddos” certificates and treats for the best student in class each week – so far over 300 Freddies
have been presented. We have also recognised a ‘Star of the Week’ throughout the term to
include Ben M, Codie A, Aimee W, Jeffin V, Stephen R, Jael S, Anusha S, Callum G and
Angelmaria K. Furthermore, our academically high achieving students and our students
making exceptional progress, have also been recognised with gold or purple stars.
At the end of their time in Year 9, I asked the students to work hard to develop their
maturity ready for the demands of Year 10 and in so many cases that is very obvious to see.
I am also impressed with how students have respected our uniform policy and they do look
very smart indeed this year. We have also concentrated on improving punctuality this year
and although still not perfect, there is a vast improvement. These are all qualities that will
hold our young people in good stead as they approach adulthood, accountability and life in
employment. So, I thank the students for their efforts and you, the parents and carers, for
your continued support and guidance.
I have been thrilled with the generosity of students, supported by parents and carers, to the
Christmas Food Appeal and Christmas Toy Appeal. Final numbers from the donations are
not yet available but it is so fitting that we come together to make a wonderful contribution
to those less fortunate than us in our community. It certainly keeps the true spirit of
Christmas alive.
Next term we look forward to careers week. We also have parents’ evening on the 25th
February 2021. I hope you have all managed to access the most recent academic report;
the link was sent via email. As always, if you have any queries or concerns please do not
hesitate to contact me, Mrs Wolstencroft or the form tutors.
The Year 10 team (form tutors, Mrs Wolstencroft and I) would like to wish each and every
family a wonderful and holy Christmas. We hope it will be a time of joy, celebration and
hope for the New Year to come. God Bless!

The Y10 student with the
most Premium Banking
Points is: Fredie Hawkins
(105)
Congratulations also to: Ben
M, Codie A, Aimee W, Jeffin
V, Stephen R, Jael S, Anusha
S, Callum G and Angelmaria
K, who have all been
awarded “Star of the Week”
this term
Year 10 finishing time
From 4th January 2021 please
remember year 10 students
will finish school at 2.50pm.

Free school meals
Over Christmas the
government has agreed to
facilitate all free school
meals. If you are entitled
to free school meals, this
week you will receive an
email from Bolton MBC
through a company called
WONDE who will arrange a
£40 voucher to cover meals
over Christmas.
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Year 10 Remote Learning

Whole School Events

Show my Homework and 'live' lessons
delivered through Office 365 Teams have
been used to great effect this
term. Students have been asked to
follow their normal school timetable on
SMH and attend 'live' lessons when
specified. Our updated website includes
a ‘remote learning’ tab, for more
information. Should you have any
difficulty, please see the frequently
asked questions tabs to the left of the
remote learning page.

There have been many events that have involved the whole school,
not just year 10. Some of the highlights have been our Odd Socks
Day in support of Anti-Bullying Week, our Hello Yellow Day in
support of mental wellbeing, and our fundraising efforts for
MacMillan Cancer Care and the Destitution Project. Well done,
year 10, for your part in all of these events!

If you are unsure about remote learning
and require further information, or your
child does not have a computer, laptop
or iPad to take part in live lessons please
email homestudy@msj.bolton.sch.uk
and we will be more than happy to
support you with this.

Year 10 Virtual Parents Evening
25th February
With the recent restrictions we have been unable to hold
parents’ evenings in the conventional way. Nonetheless,
we have so far carried out two virtual parents’ evenings for
years 8 and 9 using . On the 25th February it is the turn of
year 10, so look out for an email invitation asking you to
book appointments.

Spring Term—Year 10 Key Dates
4th Jan - Year 10 finish at 2.50 pm
Wk beginning 4th Jan - English Literature Exam Paper 1 - Poetry
8th Jan - 10E virtual assembly
22nd Jan - 10S virtual assembly
Wk beginning 25th Jan English Language Mock Exam
Wk beginning 1st Feb Maths Exam
Wk beginning 8th February - History & Geography mock exam
8th Feb - Careers Week
8th, 9th, 12th Adam Corbally
10th Feb - Medical Mavericks Human Guinea Pig show
10th Feb - Stem is not dull workshop
11th Feb - Studying Made Easier workshop

SIMS Parent App
If you haven’t already, please download our
new MSJ SIMS Parent App. This is an
excellent way for us to keep you informed of
your child’s progress on a daily basis. Please
Open the invitation email
that was sent from
noreply@sims.co.uk, which
has been sent to the email
address you have provided
us. Check your junk mail if it
has not arrived in your
Inbox. If there is no sign of
this email, please contact
the school so that we can
update our records.

Please continue to follow us on
Twitter @MSJBolton for updates

