
 

 

 

  

Our Summer Reading collection is a scorching selection of fiction and 

non-fiction, glorious picture books, thrilling stories and fascinating 

facts. So, chill into the summer with a great reading suggestion… 

 

Age 9+ to 11+ 

I'm not like the other children in my 

class . . . and that's an actual scientific 

FACT. 

 

Hi! My name is Abigail, and I'm autistic. 

But I didn't know I was autistic until I 

was an adult-sort-of-person. 

 

This is my true story of growing up in 

the confusing 'normal' world, all the 

while missing some Very Important 

Information about myself. There'll be 

scary moments involving toilets and crowded trains, heart-warming 

tales of cats and pianos, and funny memories including my dad and a 

mysterious tub of ice cream. Along the way you'll also find some Very 

Crucial Information about autism. If you've ever felt different, out of 

place, like you don't fit in . . . this book is for you. 

 

I've never really felt like an actual-adult-person, as you'll soon discover 

in this book...   



 

Age 10+ 

Did you know that without insects, 

humankind could not survive? 

 

This illustrated, fact-filled title 

explores the huge variety of insects 

on our planet, with a focus on what 

makes an insect an insect, the 

differences between the groups, 

and why insects are the most 

important animal group on Earth. 

 

Broken down into sections exploring each of the main types of insect, 

each section takes a different, playfully visual approach to really 

capture the character of the insects in the order being explored. As 

well as including practical advice for observing insects safely, a section 

at the back of the book describes ways to help insects and encourage 

them into a garden no matter how small. 

 

Age 10+ 

Set against the backdrop of London and its 

Underground network, Edie and the Box of Flits is 

a story about friendship, family and noticing the 

little things in life. 

 

With delightful black-and-white illustrations by 

animator, cartoonist and illustrator Joe Berger. 



 

Age 11+  

It's been almost a year since Sila's mum 

travelled halfway around the world to 

Turkey, hoping to secure the immigration 

paperwork that would allow her to return 

to her family in the United States.  

 

The long separation is almost impossible 

for Sila to bear. But things change when 

Sila accompanies her father (who is a 

mechanic) outside their Oregon town to fix 

a truck. There, behind an enormous stone 

wall, she meets a grandfatherly man who only months before won the 

state lottery. Their new alliance leads to the rescue of a circus elephant 

named Veda, and then to a friendship with a unique boy named 

Mateo, proving that comfort and hope come in the most unlikely of 

places. 

Age 11+ 

Ever since her mother left a few years ago, 

Annie has felt like the odd one out in her 

family. Her dad and brother are practical 

and organised - they just don't understand 

the way she thinks, in lines and colour. 

Everywhere she turns, she feels like an 

outsider, even at school, so she's been 

reluctant to get close to anyone. 

 



When a Ding-Dong-Ditch attempt goes wrong, Annie finds herself stuck 

making amends with Gloria, the eccentric elderly lady she disturbed. As 

she begins to connect with Gloria and her weird little dog, it becomes 

clear that Gloria won't be able to live on her own for much longer. But 

it's this brief and important friendship that gives Annie the confidence 

to let people in, and see how rich life can be when you decide to make 

your own luck and chart your own path to happiness. 

 

Age 13+ 

Walking back from her mother's grave, 13-

year-old schoolgirl Edie Marble finds a note 

in a pocket of the sheepskin coat that she 

hasn't worn since the day, a year earlier, 

when she received the awful news of her 

mother's death. The note is from her 

mother, who had been looking into a 

corporate human rights violation and had 

become fearful for her life after receiving 

death threats. She trusts only Edie - 

because of their special bond and Edie's 

intelligence - and has laid a trail of clues for 

Edie to find that will help her to shed light on the violation and uncover 

the mystery around her death. Through her wit and determination, 

Edie steadily gathers evidence and negotiates the dramatic twists and 

turns of the story by collaborating with her friends and family to 

gradually unearth a sinister attempt by a pharmaceutical company to 

conceal their illegal development of a lethal virus. 

 



As Edie's investigations progress she is introduced, in parallel, to the 

Three Principles, which help her conquer various psychological stresses 

and support her in coming to terms with her grief. 

 

Age 13+  

What a diamond of a thriller this is - a 

genuine page-turner that snakes with 

twists readers genuinely won’t see coming. 

Who to trust? Who to believe? Sophie 

McKenzie has struck gold with her latest 

page-turner. 

 

Fourteen-year-old Cat is having a hard time 

of it, to put it mildly. She’s lost her father, 

her little sister doesn’t speak, and her 

mum, a former TV astrology celebrity, is 

more interested in her work than anything Cat says or does. But after 

receiving a bolt-from-the-blue text alleging that her dad is alive, Cat 

throws herself into trying to tracking him down, with the help of a 

newfound friend, handsome Tyler, the first person she’s been able to 

open up to for an absolute age. 

 

A search for a dad becomes a search for a priceless diamond, which in 

turn becomes a search for the truth - and then a struggle to 

understand that truth. Driven by Cat’s endearingly determined, 

courageous personality, this read-in-one-sitting thriller has family and 

friendship bonds at its fast-beating heart. 


