
SUBJECT CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION PLAN: YEAR 9 
Term Term 1a Term 1b Term 2a Term 2b Term 3a Term 3b 

Topic/ 
Subject 
Content 

Global environmental issues  UK Environmental 
issues  

Environmental issue 
enquiry  

UK environmental 
issue fieldwork 

Geographical 
innovation  

Geographical 
application  

Big Question  How are human activities 
impacting the natural world? 

How are human 
activities impacting 

the UK environment? 

Should human 
activities be allowed 

at a cost to the 
environment? 

How can I investigate 
environmental issues? 

How can I help change 
our world for the 

better? 

How can I apply my 
knowledge and skills 

to succeed? 

Assessment 
Objectives 

and  
Links to 
National 

Curriculum 

A01- Locational and place knowledge. 
A02 – Geographical understanding of 

human and physical processes. 
A03 – Geographical application 

evaluation and judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To understand how human and 
physical processes interact to 

influence, and change landscapes, 
environments and the climate; and 

how human activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural systems.  

A01- Locational and place 
knowledge. 

A02 – Geographical 
understanding of human 
and physical processes. 

A03 – Geographical 
application evaluation and 

judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To understand how human 
and physical processes 

interact to influence, and 
change landscapes, 

environments and the 
climate; and how human 
activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural 
systems 

A01- Locational and place 
knowledge. 

A02 – Geographical 
understanding of human 
and physical processes. 

A03 – Geographical 
application evaluation and 

judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To develop greater 
competence in using 

geographical knowledge, 
approaches and concepts 
and geographical skills in 

analysing and interpreting 
different data sources. 

A01- Locational and place 
knowledge. 

A02 – Geographical 
understanding of human 
and physical processes. 

A03 – Geographical 
application evaluation and 

judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To use fieldwork in 
contrasting locations to 

collect, analyse and draw 
conclusions from 

geographical data, using 
multiple sources of 

increasingly complex 
information. 

A01- Locational and place 
knowledge. 

A02 – Geographical 
understanding of human 
and physical processes. 

A03 – Geographical 
application evaluation and 

judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To become aware of 
increasingly complex 

geographical systems in the 
world around them.  

A01- Locational and place 
knowledge. 

A02 – Geographical 
understanding of human 
and physical processes. 

A03 – Geographical 
application evaluation and 

judgement. 
A04 –Geographical Skills 

To become aware of 
increasingly complex 

geographical systems in the 
world around them. 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
introduced/ 

revisited  
 

 

Students explore the interrelationships 
of human and physical processes 

exploring major world issues such as 
plastic pollution, micro plastics, 

climate change and natural resource 
use. They explore how to be active 

local and global citizens. 

Students consider how 
humans interact with the 

environment and evaluate 
current geographical and 

environmental issues in the 
UK such as Water quality 

management, waste water 
management, Engineering: 
London super sewer and UK 

energy – fracking. 

This is a progressive unit 
focusing on current UK 
environmental issues 

relating to UK energy and 
water resources.  The unit 
allows students to explore 
and evaluate this issue and 
make informed judgements 

and conclusions. 

This unit gives students a 
chance to collect, analyse 

and draw conclusions from 
their own primary data that 
they will collect themselves 

relating to a local 
environmental issue. 

This topic allow students to 
use all their knowledge and 
skills from across year 7, 8 

and 9 to now begin to 
innovate and come up with 
a solution to either global, 

national or local 
geographical issue. Students 
will get time to create their 

ideas, justify them and 
present them. 

This topics begins to allow 
students to apply their 
knowledge and skills 

acquired across year 7 to 
begin to apply this to some 

of the core GCSE themes e.g. 
plate tectonics. 

Procedural 
knowledge  

Skills 

Analysis of interrelationships 
Geographical enquiry 

Analysis of 
interrelationships 

Geographical enquiry 

Analysis of 
interrelationships 

Geographical enquiry 

Geographical fieldwork 
skills. 

Analysis of 
interrelationships 

Developing innovative 
minds through the 

Application of 
geographical knowledge 

and skills. 



Evaluation of evidence and 
drawing  and justifying  

conclusions 

Evaluation of evidence 
and drawing  and 

justifying  conclusions 

Evaluation of evidence 
and drawing  and 

justifying  conclusions 

Data collection, 
presentation, analysis 

and evaluation. 

creation of solutions to a 
global, national or local 

geographical issue. 

Key 
Vocabulary 

 
 
 

Pollution 
Biodiversity 
Pandemic 

Climate change 
Micro plastics 

Waste water 
Water quality 
Engineering 

Energy 
Natural resources 

Environmental Enquiry 
Non-renewable energy 

Renewable energy 
Water stress  

Water transfer   

Hypothesis 
Primary data 
Methodology 
Data analysis 
Evaluation. 

Global 
National 

Local 
Innovation 

Stewardship 

Tectonic 
Geological processes 

Geomorphological 
biological 

meteorological 

Literacy/ 
reading and 
numeracy 

links 
 

Paired reading – relating to a range 
of global issue case studies.  

Numeracy links – interpreting 
graphs, charts and data for a range 

of global environmental issues.  

Choral and paired 
reading about UK 

environmental issue case 
studies. 

Numeracy - interpreting 
graphs, charts and data 

for a range of UK 
environmental issues. 

Choral and paired 
reading of two enquiry 

resource booklets. 
Numeracy – interpreting 
graphs about UK energy 

use and mix. Interpreting 
maps about UK water 

stress.  
 

Paired reading when 
collecting and analysing 

fieldwork data.  
Numeracy – statistical 
analysis of average for 

human and physical 
fieldwork e.g. mean, 

mode, median and range.  

Paired reading – when 
presenting their 

geographical innovation.  
Numeracy – looking at 
data linked to various 

local, national and global 
environmental issues.  

Choral and paired reading 
about tectonic processes 

and formations.  
Numeracy – calculating 

the amount of plate 
movement over time 

using geographical data. 

Catholic 
world view 

links  

Encouraging students to be active 
global citizens and to consider how 

we protect the environment and 
Earth’s resources.  

Encouraging students to 
be active local and 

national citizens and to 
consider how we protect 

the UK’s environment.  

Encouraging the value 
and duty of student to 

actively participate within 
society.  

Encouraging the value 
and duty of student to 

actively participate 
within society. 

Encouraging students to 
become active local and 

global citizens.  

Encouraging students to 
become active local and 

global citizens. 

Key 
Assessment 

pieces  
 

1. Plastic pollution and causes of 
climate change  
2.Impacts and responses to climate 
change  
3. End of unit assessment.   

1. Air quality, water 
management and water 
quality.  
2. End of unit 
assessment.   

1. Describing and 
discussing resources 
linked to a UK 
environmental issue. 
2. End of unit 
assessment.  

1. Fieldwork title, 
methodology and data 
presentation. 
2. Data analysis and 
evaluation.  

1.  Creation and 
submission of proposal. 
2. end of unit assessment  

1. Basic tectonic and 
geological processes and 
landforms. 
2. Ends of unit 
assessment.  

Key 
Homework 

pieces 

Home learning pack Term  1a 
Read, research and revise.  

Home learning pack Term 
1b 

Read, research and 
revise. 

Home learning pack 
Term 2a 

Read, research and 
revise. 

Home learning pack 
Term 2b 

Read, research and 
revise. 

Home learning pack Term 
3a 

Read, research and 
revise. 

Home learning pack 
Term 3b 

Read, research and 
revise. 

Links to 
resources 

and 
knowledge 
organisers: 

 

Knowledge organisers 
Year 9  knowledge organiser – 
global issues  
 
 

. Useful websites  
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx234j6/revision/1 

 

Knowledge organisers  
Year 9 Knowledge 
organiser – UK 
environmental issues.  
 

Useful websites 
Water quality - United Utilities 
 

Tideway | SuperSewer 

 

Knowledge organisers 
Year 9 Knowledge 
organiser –  UK 
environmental issue 
enquiry 
 

Useful websites 

Knowledge organisers 
Year 9 Knowledge 
organiser – UK 
environmental issue 
fieldwork  
  

Useful websites 
Formulating an enquiry - 
Introduction to fieldwork - AQA 

Knowledge organisers 
Year 9  knowledge 
organiser - Geographical 
innovation  
 

 
Useful websites 
The Earth Prize - The Prize 

 
 

Knowledge organisers 
Year 9 knowledge 
organiser – Geographical 
application.  
 
 

Useful websites  
KS3 Geography: Heading 
Towards AQA GCSE : Secondary: 

https://www.un.org/en/global-issues
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx234j6/revision/1
https://www.unitedutilities.com/help-and-support/your-water-supply/your-water/water-quality/
https://www.tideway.london/supersewer/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://www.theearthprize.org/prize
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/ks3-geography-aqa-gcse/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/ks3-geography-aqa-gcse/?region=uk


12 Biggest Environmental 
Problems Of 2022 | Earth.Org - 
Past | Present | Future 

 
  

- GCSE Geography Revision - 
AQA - BBC Bitesize 

 

 

 
Oxford University Press 
(oup.com) 

 

 

https://earth.org/the-biggest-environmental-problems-of-our-lifetime/
https://earth.org/the-biggest-environmental-problems-of-our-lifetime/
https://earth.org/the-biggest-environmental-problems-of-our-lifetime/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/ks3-geography-aqa-gcse/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/secondary/series/ks3-geography-aqa-gcse/?region=uk

